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A First Nations community

in need

A state of emergency was declared in Attawapiskat
in the winter of 2011-2012

by Nick Dosco

An vrample of pooe housing in the nosthem community of Atlawaplskat,

AUTOR
Nick Dasto fst freier Journalio
und lebt In Toronta,

Pl poSSIBLE TASKS

B Before you read, look up the term ‘state of emergency’ In a
dictionary, List all the possible things that a government can
do when this Is declared,

B ook ol a map of Canada and find the lown Attawapiskal,
Which challenges might a small village like Attawaplskat face?

B Make a list with two columns with these headings: Past
problems and Current problems,

B8 Discuss with a partner: Why do you think the Canadian
government was criticlzed so much for taking over control of
how the town's council spends fts money?

B Why do you think the author fs pessimistic about the situa-
tion of the town? Come up with your own Ideas that could
help the community of Attawaplskat,
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Attawapiskat is a small com
munity of aboul 2,000 paaple In
nurthern Ontarjo, Aboriginal people
of the Cree Nation aro the majori
ty of the town's restdents, The town
had experienced o manslvo flood of
oy in July 2009 which destroy
ed the homes of pinety families and
damaged the homes of many others,
This mess had still not beon cloan

S —

od iy when the town's governing
ivibal council declarind a state of
amergency in Oclober 2011 because
they foared for the sadely ol resl
donts with the coming wintor, Tem:
peratunes averago around < 18°C in
winter in Attnwapiskat,

Government control

The Canadian government sent help,
but also took over control of the
community’s linances {rom the coun-
¢ll. The opposition parties in parlia-
mant accused the government of not
proporly monitoring native commu:
nites, This debato grew largor in the
media with worrios that tho emergon
cy supplios that had reached Attawa
plskat wera not being properly distri
huted. Thare was also criticlsm that
the Canadlan government had no
right to tako away the First Natlons
community’s right to control the uso
of ita linancos.

A history of problems

Attawaplskat |s located appro
ximatoly 1,000 km  northwo
st of Toronto, which Is Canada's
largost clty, Although it is loca-
led logs than 90 km from a high-
ly profitoble diamond mine run by
Da Boers, It has dealt with finan
cal and other problems. In 1979,
136,363 litres of dlesel leaked out
from underground pipoes and conta
minated thalocal elementary school,
This lad to a sorlos of longterm
health problems in the students and
stall of the sehool which was finally
closad In 2000, Since then, all ehild
ron In Altawaplskot who ace not yot
old enough for sacondary school
hava boon educated in portable tra

lers that sorvo as classrooms, The
Canadian government has repeated:
ly promised to bulld a new schog),
but still has not dona so.

Who's to blame?

The damage caused by tho flooding
in 2009 and the lack of pormanent
replacement homes in the fall of
2011 necessitated a state of emergen:
¢y, The fodoral government had al
ready heavily subsidized Attawapis
kat, which was supposed to monitor
the use of funds. When the govorn:
mont took full control, they found
that no formal budgeting had been
dono for years. Aboriginal groups
accused the government of trying
to oppress the aboriginal councll in
Attawapiskat becauso of their othni:
city. While an independent auditor
eventually found no wrongdoing by
tha council of elders, and blamed tho
lack of housing simply on the diffi-
cultles of shipping overything to the
remote community, the town is still
in need of housing and a proper ele-
montary school,

No solution in sight

Watching all the details unfold
from Toronto, through my non-abo-
rlginal eyos, the only thing that be-
camo clear was the lack of govern-
ment capability in solving problems
like this. The politicians blama each
other and dobato endlessly. The Ca-
nadian public also seoms at a loss
with the situation, While the go-
vornment aid and support has help.
od 1o avold a comploto cotastropho
in the town, the community is stil)
atrisk and there 15 no solutlon to lts
problems fn sight.

PRAXIS ENGLISCH | 6-2012

Scanned with CamScanner



